
 
 

ABOUT A BOY – NICK HORNBY 
 

Dear G10d, 
 
I hope you and your families are all doing well!!  
 
I also hope really much that you enjoy reading the novel, at least those 
of you who have already received it. For all the others, who are still 
without a book, I recommend to focus on all the other subjects. Try to 
get done all the other exercises from other teachers at the beginning of 
the week, so you can focus on English as soon as your books arrive.  
 
I not only want you to read the novel, I also want you to do some tasks 
in the form of a portfolio. To do the tasks there is no need to have read 
the entire book, you can work on them in the course of the reading 
process.   
 
The portfolio can either be digital or in a hand-written form, depending 
on your gusto or the availability of a laptop in your household. If you 
have access to a laptop or computer, I highly recommend to fulfill the 
tasks in the form of an e-book. „Bookcreator“ is an App, which is easy to 
use and also for free. If „bookcreator“ doesn’t work on your computer, 
use PowerPoint. For me it is also totally fine if you produce a 
handwritten portfolio. You can send it to the school address and I will 
pick it up there or you take pictures and mail them to me. 
 
Your portfolio should be finished at the beginning of the Easter break. 
Please make sure I receive your results by April, 6. And of course your 
work will be graded.  
 
Be safe!! 
 
Warmest wishes, 
Britta Klingler 
 
 
 

1) Clustering 
Now that you have read at least a few chapters of Nick Hornby’s 
’About a Boy’, you probably have many different ideas and opinions 
about it. Please write down a few things about the novel that you find 
confusing, interesting, funny, boring, weird or worth discussing. Feel free 
to be creative! You can create a table, mind-map or whatever form 
you prefer! 

 
 



2) Characterization Will Freeman 
On an extra worksheet with the headline “Task 2: Characterization Will 
Freeman” you will find different boxes that you will have to fill out with 
information of Will. Please fill out the boxes with the information you find 
in chapter 2.  
You will also find different quotes of Will taken from the novel. Bring the 
quotes into an order that makes sense to you. If you haven’t read the 
novel entirely, don’t worry, just guess the correct order of the quotes!  
Tipp: It’s good to explain why you chose this order for the quotes. 
 

3) You’re the psychologist! 
Imagine you’re the psychologist who has been treating Will for the last 
few years. Write a report on your patient. You might want to point out 
how your patient has changed during the last few months. 
Please take the perspective of the psychologist and make sure your 
languages sounds serious. 
 

4) Characterization of Marcus 
According to you: What is cool? What makes a person cool? Write a 
few lines and explain us what you think a cool person is like. 
Now, is Markus or Will cool? Compare their character with what you 
have written and decide who is cooler and why. 
 
Now write down what an uncool person makes him or her uncool. 
According to what you have written, in which respect is Marcus 
uncool?  
Please guess: Why is Marcus so different compared to other teenagers 
his age? Read the pages 11 to 14 to find examples of Marcus’ 
weirdness. 
 

5) Fiona 
Make a table with the positive and negative traits of Fiona. What do 
you think, in which way should she change her behavior towards her 
son?  
You can write a text, list key notes or write down aspects in thought 
bubbles… 
 

6) You are the judge! 
Clive, Fiona’s ex-husband, wants to gain custody of his son Marcus 
because he found out that Fiona tried to commit suicide and now 
believes her to be an irresponsible mother incapable of bringing up a 
child on her own. Now they meet in court in order to reach an 
amicable settlement.  
You are the person to decide who gains custody of Marcus. Please 
write a report through the eyes of the judge and explain why Fiona or 
Clive gains custody.  
 

 



7) Being a single parent… 
Fiona is a single mother as many parents all over the world. Read the 
newspaper article about a single mother and figure out the positive 
and negative aspects of single parenting.  
(Extra: Under which circumstances would you bring up a child all by 
yourself? You don’t have to answer this question if you don’t want to!) 

 
8) Narration 

Who is the protagonist of the novel? Will or Marcus? Look at the list of 
different narrative perspectives (extra sheet).  
 
Whose perspective does the novel take? Which form of narration does 
Hornby use in his novel? What kind of effect does this choice of 
narration have on you? Find text passages that show the form of 
narration. 

 
9) Vocabulary 

Write down at least 40 new words you think are useful to remember and 
learn them. One of your classmates will collect them and reduce the list 
to 100-150 words. We will all learn them ☺ 

 
Extra task 1: 
On “Bookcreator” you have the function to read out a passage or page and 
tape it on an audio file. Read out a passage or page of the book you like/ 
made you sad… 
 
Extra task 2: 

Marcus – Fiona – Ellie – Clive – Suzie – Rachel - Will 
These are all characters from the novel. “Draw” a character constellation to 
show their relationship. 
 
Extra task 3: 
The author of the novel decided not to bring Will and Fiona together. You as 
a reader might have wished that the two of them become a couple 
eventually as Marcus longed for a father and probably a proper family. Why 
didn’t Will and Fiona get together? Why didn’t the three of them become a 
happy family? 
Write a letter out of the perspective of Nick Hornby (the author) and explain 
why he decided not to bring them together. 
You can start like this: 
 Dear x, 

Thank you for your letter. I am glad you enjoyed “About a Boy”. I get 
lots of letters about this novel and many readers have asked the same 
questions before…… 

 
 

 
 


